Dear Praying Friends,
I have 25 nephews and nieces (including spouses) and more great
More than 100 battles
have been fought for
control of Jerusalem
over the course of its
"
history.

nephews and nieces than I can count, Each one means the world to me!
When I am preaching anywhere close to them I do my best to get
together with as many as possible. Last Fall I was preaching in Kansas
City, MO and was able to have lunch with my nephew Don, his wife
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April, and my nieces Chrissy and Leslie, We spent hours at the table in
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the restaurant telling old stories and just catching up. It was wonderful
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the last time I would have with Chrissy. The Lord saw fit to take her

and I am so glad we took the time! I never considered how this would be
home last week. It was sudden and unexpected. She was just 13 days
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shy of her 47th birthday. I will miss her funny posts on Facebook, her
texts wishing me a happy birthday or a Merry Christmas and her telling
me she loves me. Just a few days before her passing she had me rolling
on the floor with her comment to my response to something her sister
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had posted.

Do you have a Jewish
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response card to
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com.

Shocked as I am at her sudden passing last week, and as much as I will
miss her, I know Chrissy is with the Lord and I shall see her again one
day soon! James writes ..."Life is but as a vapor. It appears for a little
while then vanished away." Chrissy vanished far too soon!
Michele and I were able to go to Independence, MO for her funeral. It
was amazing to see the lives she had touched. The church was full of
people from all over her city and from all walks of life. Even the Mayor
attended the services. Chrissy gave her life to serve and she looked for
every opportunity

to do just that. In so doing, she modeled Christ to

everyone and made a lasting impact.
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Michele and I remain grateful for your faithful prayers. It is at times like
these that you mean the most to us! You certainly keep us going in more
ways than you can know!

In Messiah,
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